n the late '60s, my
IFriend, Ace Asack,
built o pretty nice
'55 Chevy 2-door post sedan in
the gasser style that was popular
then. He stuffed a coal looking straight-
tube oxle sans brakes up front under the
327/365hp engine and fourspeed tranny he
got out of @ wrecked '64 Corvette and stripped out
most of the interior except the stock seats and dash. Af
ter spraying it bright yellow in his backyard, he finished it off with a
set of big and littles and it looked pretty damn good to me. | couldn’t
wait to go for a ride. Unfertunately, when | finally did it wasn’t quite
os charming, shall we say, os | thought it was geing o be. It was
unbelievably loud and rattly in the nearly allmetal, stripped interior
from the solid- mounted engine (“Hey that's the way the drog cars
do it,” Ace said.) whose vibration made the whele car resonate as
it went to what seemed an astronamical redline between sach shift.
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Worse yat wos irying o mak if siee n
o mwisty s Englard bock reodh. Ace briourly
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wock wheel whike insare dewrhiling prodveed
mon broking thon the stock reor drems did. % was
@ Hurill ride | only took once aller somehow solely
ting beock 1o grownd 20e0, Somehow ot sew 70
GTO | rode in h doy before cad thovght wes loo
Toctory palished now semed o moke sense. How
covkd something like Ace's "85 look 1o o, but be
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Onva Walch, cwmas of Chopper City
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Featured Custom

“There was no need to screw around with the JIMS 120, it was
already a fast, reliable, and proven mill. Dave fabbed a sleek
set of header-wrapped pipes out of his scrap pipe bin capped by
Vance & Hines Hot Tips adding a bit ‘o glamour.”

o wuo‘nln?ca'n =y eyl oy bowcieg
at |(a'|" wven said Dove.

budldess would egier wit
e, bt | find it wary easier 1o beild o frome
around & B motor,”

Dove hod the ideo for this bike in kis heod foe
& whil, but # ook o rvating cusiomer like s,
wha irstialy worted erp of Dor's trod
oklbars, % get fhis shew en tha

road. "Ha soid, ‘Go lor it so | did,”

a0 Darve, 1 wried 10 uw skiney, e backbooe's
e bosom

1757 e sy dowminbe's 157 wh
roiks e swingoem o 125 b
idea bahind the Irama was %o make it as light
o4 | could with @ nice lkow canter of grovily and
don't sireich it out son much. | wasted 1o make
moew of & ctmyon racer, realy taka the s
an bves in Sedona, Arizce, whors ther's
mesentain roads with redlly nice riding et thers.,
Mol & place far & big kng chapper,” ¥y nat
function, though, as Dave cared cut o bt
Sully curved frame that looks gee whers it hat
to and disoppeans ctherwise
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Dave, bet sl aliows for quick ond comioriable
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SPECIFICATIONS:

\feari Make:
City USA

fallncalmnmssemhl D

nasesirlmaels 1IMS

Rods: Screamin’ Eagle Adjustable
Pistons/Cylinders: |IMS
Heats/Gam: Screamin’ Eagle
lgnition: Dayteno Twin Tec
Barh:S&s G

Pipes: Dave Welch Chopper City
USA - Hot Tips by Vance & Hines

Rir Cleaner: Velocity Cone
Transmission: H-D 5-speed

Primary: Pivﬂm /Primo Brule IV
Extreme 3" Open Primary

with King Fin Belt outer cover by
Joker Machine and Chopper City
USA top Cover

Cluteh: Rivera/Primo Pro Elutch

Frame & Swingarm: Dave Welch
Chopper City USA

Rake: 36.degrees
Forks: Chrome Springer by DNA

Rear Suspension: Adjustable
Shocks by DINA

Front Whee!: 212,15 60 Spoke by DNA
Rear Wheel: 18x5.5 60 Spoke by DNA
FrontTire: Meizeler 90/90H21
RearTire: Metzeler 200/50R18
FrantBrake: GMA 4.piston

Rear Brake: GMA 4-pisfon/Hawg
Halfers sprocket

Fuel Tank: Fatkatz

Dl Tank: Dove Welch C
City USA

Fenders: 9" CnelonHo
Hanulehars: DNA Mini A
Risers: DA 4"

Headlight: DNA

Taillight: Run/Turn/Brake Bullet

Turn Signals

Hand Controls: Retro by N
Grips: :
Foot Controls: DNA
Ehroming: Me
Paint/ Hrﬂlllllcslllnllllng

Custom Cy

hopper

Grips by Jay B

Featured Custom Chopper City USA Smooth Hardcore

handling in conjunction with the adjustable DNA
softail shocks out back. lan's insistence on a reason-
able 200mm Metzeler aft with a skinny 21" Metzeler
up front both mounted on retrocool looking 60-spoke
DNA wires assures quick transitions on the winding
road through Ock Creek Canyon, Arizona's first desig-
nated scenic highway. “The thing | wish | would have
done o litle different was to go with a fat 21 on the
front, but, hey, we already had the wheel,” said Dove.
GMA 4-piston calipers frent and rear keep the redrock
canyon walls at bay during one of lan’s sirafing runs. “I
drive fast and | wont to be able to stop fast. You can't
stop fast unless you put some decent brokes on the
bike. These guys that build bikes with no front brake
crack me up,” said Dave. “They're never ‘gonna ride
that bike with any speed ‘cause you're not gonna stop.
It's past scary, it's stupid. | won't build a bike without a
front brake.”
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There was no need fo screw around with the JIMS
120, it was already o fast, relioble, and proven mill.
Dave fabbed a sleek set of headerwrapped pipes out
of his scrap pipe bin capped by Vance & Hines Hol Tips
adding a bit ‘o glamour. “It sounds really good, there's
no baffles,” said Dave. Must be fun on the canyon
walls. He did dress it up o bit with Roland Sands’ finned
rocker box and fiming covers matching the Joker Ma-
chine finned cover on the Primo Brute primary. A stock
H-D 5-speed tranny turning a chain final drive pushes
this relafively lightweight machine along just fine.

A modified Fat Kaiz tank locks cheice sitfing on
the curved top tube and flows with the frome, Jesse
James supplied the OneTonHo rear fender sitting just
behind the simple frame-mounted seat pan covered by
Oullaw Custom Seats in Sugar Hill, Georgia, Mark
Sporka of Sporka's Custom Cycle Colors in Jackson-
ville, Florida, layed on the bad-boy black with red
metalflake flames paintjob. Bolt on the DNA mini-opes,
Ness hand controls, DNA foot cantrols and headlight
ond call it a day.

So was this smooth,
good handling, good
braking, powerful hot
rod a success? “| put
quite a few miles on il

| had o blast. lan rides it

quite a bit too and when

he's not on it, his son's

on il," said Dave. “They

say if you do anything

long enough, you got fo get
good af it."

o

- Buck Manning
Photes courtesy of Chopper City USA






